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Dates to Remember

I/1: NEW YEAR’s DAY
worship: 10 a.m.

1/4: Wed. Bible study
returns

I/5: Thurs. Bible study
returns

1/6-1/8: Youth retreat
1/8: 3-5 Epiphany Party
1/10: Tues. Bible study
begins

I/11: Men’s Breakfast
I/15: Children & Youth

musical: “No Wonder”;
baptism

1/20: 1-4 “Stay Late”

event

1/29: St. Mary’s casse-
roles due!

2/5: UMYF Super Bowl
Sunday food collection

2/12: UMYF Sweetheart
Luncheon

Check Monthly Planner for
other events & times!

January Worship Schedule

Worship Schedule
at First Church

Sunday Worship at 8:30
and 10:45 a.m. Nursery
care provided at both
services. The later ser-
vice offers a children’s
message & special music.
Sunday at 9:30 a.m.:
Sunday School classes for
all ages: children-adults,
including nursery

Sunday, January 1*—New Year’s Day: One service only, 10:00 a.m.!!!
Join us on this Epiphany Sunday in Fellowship Hall for Family Worship led
by our children and youth. Please bring Christmas cookies or other sweets to
share for a continental breakfast.

Sunday, January 8": Today we return to our normal worship schedule and
begin a new sermon series on “Conversations in Faith.” How do we talk about
our faith in ways that help us make sense of life issues and concerns? In a
message based on Genesis 1:1-5 and titled “And God Said...” we will con-
sider what it means to say that God created the world and all that is in it.

Sunday, January 15": Today’s message in our series on “Conversations in
Faith” is based on the Old Testament story of Samuel’s calling (1 Samuel 3:1-
10). In “God Calls,” we will consider how God calls each one of us to a life of
faithfulness, no matter what our age or stage of life. At 10:00 a.m. the chil-
dren and youth will present the musical “No Wonder,” and at the 10:45
service, we will celebrate the sacrament of baptism.

Sunday, January 22""—We continue our series on “Conversations in Faith”
with a look at the story of Jonah and the repentance God worked in the hearts
of the Ninevites. “Turning Toward God,” based on Jonah 3:1-5, 10, will help
us to see how we can open our own hearts to God’s love.

Sunday, January 29— Deuteronomy
18:15-20 speaks of God’s prophets. In
this season of political debates and pri-
maries, there are people on all sides of
the issues claiming to speak the truth of
God. This morning in a message called
“Discerning God’s Voice,” we consider
how faith helps us to discriminate among
completing claims of politicians and cul-
tural forces.

Join us for worship
in the New Year!
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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

Do your New Year’s resolutions include studying the Bible more? Then it’s a great time to join us for one
of three Bible studies. Though two of these studies continue topics begun in the fall, you can join at any

time.

Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. (Begins on January 10™.) We will be choosing a —
book of the Bible to study theme by theme, with guidelines for daily prayer ¢ )
and study. Please see Pastor Amy for more information about this interactive 09
opportunity for study and sharing. __A( k‘)
~
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. (Returns on January 4™.) Continuing a study of /}\/\)

John’s Gospel, using video segments and discussion to better understand the f\ O

person and mission of Jesus. See Pastor Eva for more information. \
Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. (Returns on January 5.) Continuing a study of d ¢

Mark, the oldest of the four gospels. This is a short (45 minutes to an hour)
study with time for your questions and discussion. See Pastor Amy for more
information.

SPECIAL PERSONS

Jan. 1% — L. Favinger
Jan. 8™ — P. Harding
Jan. 15" — J. Harrison
Jan. 22" — W. MacDade
Jan. 29" — M. Poet

PRAYER CONCERNS

FOR HEALING - A. Evans; A. Cress; A. Welsh; Baby Aidan; B. Nagle; B. Sadler; B. Steininger; C.
Jackman; D. Moore; D. Young; D. Hopp; G. Allen; G. Brower; G. Cox; G. Downs; H. Vaughan; J. Mars; J.
Bouchelle; J. Harrison; J. Keller; J. MacLelland; L.. Dobrischkin; L. Lamborn; L. Miller; Little Leo; M.
Matkevich; M. Poet; M. Montgomery; M. Vircsik; M. Thacker; N. Pittock; P. Harding; V. Dobrischkin; R.

Smith; W. Smith.
SAFETY FOR THOSE SERVING IN AFGHANISTAN - R. Watson; M. Simmons; A. Reed; S. Ross.
DEPLOYED TO MEDITERRANEAN - J. Foster.

CONFIRMATION CLASS - P. Aley, K. Bittner, A. Cini, S. Cini, J. Dunn, S. Haas, J. Hennesey, C.
Hook, C. Mills, K. Montgomery, K. Otte, T. Piland and E. Pochet, and their leaders, Pastor Amy, P. Niel-

sen and B. Michel.
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Fruom the Sastox...
SEASON OF CHANGE

It’s a new year, symbolic of a fresh start. And how many of us see it as a time for change—a time for changing
our eating or exercising habits, a time for changing the way we treat family members, a time for changing our
habits of prayer and church-going. That’s what New Year’s resolutions are about, after all—changing the things
about our lives or ourselves that we don’t like. And by saying that, we are acknowledging that change can be a
good thing.

Think of all the changes you’ve been through in your life: going away to college; getting married; having
children; watching the children grow up and leave home; retiring. Change is an inevitable part of life. But we
have a love/hate relationship with change: change can be exciting and hopeful, but it also means loss and
uncertainty. We’ve lost the familiar and comfortable, and we’re afraid of that uncertainty. (I’m reminded of the
light bulb joke: How many country and western singers does it take to change a light bulb? Five ... one to
change the light bulb and a quartet to sing about how much they long and pine for the old one.) We like to know
in advance what any change is going to look like and what it’s going to require of us. But the problem with that,
from a Christian perspective, is that it requires no faith. And the Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:7 to “live by
faith, not by sight.”

We like to live by sight, don’t we? We want to know that everything will turn out just like we want it to. The
fact of the matter is that we don’t really trust God to take care of things for our best interest. But for us to grow
in our relationship with God, for us to grow in our faith, we need to learn to walk by faith and not by sight. And
that requires that we move forward in the midst of change and uncertainty.

So what are the challenges and changes you are facing in the new year?
Maybe your family is going through a time of change, or your job is
changing. Maybe you face the challenge of rebuilding a marriage or
moving to a retirement community or learning to live with a chronic
health concern. Our challenge at First Church is to continue to grow our
vital programs of Christian Education and youth ministry, outreach to
homebound members, music and mission, while working with a reduced
budget; and to prepare for a smooth transition to a new senior pastor. It
will require your patience and flexibility, the commitment of your heart,
your time and your talents. But | believe that God is always at work, no
matter what the changes in our lives, and trusting God through the changes
can help us to grow closer to God. Remember these words from Romans:
“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose” (8:28 NIV).

I close with this benediction from Ephesians: “Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
to all generations, forever and ever. Amen” (3:20).

Blessings on the Journey,
Faster Umy
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Remembering Jeanne Beener

Word has been received of the December 2, 2011, death of Jeanne Beener. Jeanne had been a member of
First Church since April, 1933. She and Bill MacDade joined church on the same day. Pauline Harding is
the only living older member, having joined in March, 1930.

Jeanne was a homemaker and also worked at Freedoms Foundation for several years. She and her husband,
Ken, the long-time postmaster at Valley Forge faithfully attended worship services at the church and many
of the church-sponsored activities over the course of her membership. Jeanne liked to play bridge in a local
bridge club and, at one point, was a member of the Music Club. She enjoyed traveling with Ken and they
visited many interesting places together.

Jeanne and her husband, Ken, lived in this area for many years before
moving to Idaho to be near their daughter, Diane Beener Wickliff, who
shared a moving story about her mother. Phyllis and Jay Patton, mem-
bers here at FUMC and friends of Jeanne and Ken, heard that Jeanne
was sick and sent her one of the “prayer shawls” from the church. At
her passing, she was wearing that shawl, a testimony to the loving out-
reach of our church and its ministries. Jeanne will be greatly missed by
her church family here in Phoenixville.

MEALS FOR ST. MARY’S SHELTER

At least 15 members are needed to prepare and freeze casseroles for
St. Mary’s Shelter the week of January 29, 2012. Each casserole
should feed at least six people. Desserts are also welcome along with
the casserole.

If you would like to provide a meal, please sign up on the bulletin
board across from the chapel. Casseroles should be left in the freezer
in the kitchen, marked with ingredients and cooking directions.

FUMC CONNECTIONS FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Amy Smith, Senior Pastor
Home: 215-661-0884 “SEEKING, SHARING AND SHOWING GOD'S LOVE”

Email: asmith@fumcphoenixville.org

Rev. Eva Johnson,
Pastor of Christian Education
Home: 610-935-2859
Email: ejohnson@fumcphoenixville.org

865 South Main Street
Phoenixville, PA 19460
Phone: (610) 933-5936
Fax: (610) 933-9360
Church e-mail address: fumc.phoenixville@verizon.net

Rev. Dick Howarth, Pastor of Visitation Web address: www.fumcphoenixville.org

Cell: 484-794-9211
Email: rhowarth@fumcphoenixville.org

“FIRST EDITION?” Editor: Dave Hayes
Cheryl Cini, Director of Youth Ministry Newsletter deadline: by the |5th of the month
Email: cacini@fumcphoenixville Home: 610-970-7237 Email: dkhayes22@verizon.net
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MEN’S BREAKFAST

x> On Wednesday, January 11, 2012, at 9:00 a.m., the Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study will
» ~/A meet in Fellowship Hall for breakfast, which will include Jim Pierson’s brewed coffee and
Betty Moore’s sticky buns, and will move to the church lounge for the study and prayers.

YOUTH COUNCILTO BE RE-ESTABLISHED

Cheryl Cini, Director of Youth Ministry, will be re-establishing Youth Council for ”
2012. Youth council is a committee that helps support the Youth Program. Youth

council will help establish goals and values, and help us stay on track and support
our mission of the youth program of "Engaging in Faith, Fellowship and Out-
reach™. Our hope is to have our new council meet before the end of January and o
then once every three months. Are you interested? If so, please call Cheryl at (610)

585-6543 or email her at cheryl.cini8l@gmail.com. Your help and support will (o)
greatly benefit the future faith journey of our youth and youth program.

o o

“KID NEWS”

3" to 5" Grade Fellowship Come on Sunday January 8" for an Epiphany Party! What’s Epiphany you
ask? It’s the celebration of the Gifts of the Magi, the star gazers who searched for the new King of the
Jews. We will search for the star, enjoy special treats and find out about some important gifts. We meet at
6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Sign up on the bulletin board across from the Chapel.

January 20" Elementary Stay Late at Church All elementary students in grades 1-4 are invited to a
“Stay-Late” Friday, January 20", from 6:30 — 10:30 PM. This themed event will include crafts, games,
snacks, a movie and more! Sign up on the Chapel side bulletin board.

Childcare Need
Remember your promise to nurture our baptized children? This is an opportunity for you to fulfill that
promise. When we can offer consistent childcare it allows parents to comfortably leave their children in the
Nursery or send them out following the Children’s Message for a child friendly lesson and some fellowship
time with kids their own age.

First Church is a Safe Sanctuaries church. That means we have a policy in place for the safety and well-
being of children and youth. As part of the policy we have a Two-Adult rule for leading any activities that
involve our young people. We need for more people to participate in the childcare during worship on Sun-
day mornings at 8:30 and 10:45 AM.

To participate you need to sign a covenant statement and have clearances to work with children and youth.
There is a sign up sheet on the Chapel side bulletin board where you can slot in a time to serve either in the
baby nursery with Madysen our regular nursery attendant or with another adult or youth (12 or older) in the
4-1% grade room (9). This is a great way for you as an adult in the church to get to know the children of the
church. We will be asking most of those who work with kids to update their clearances so the forms will
be available on the bulletin board and if you need us to cover the cost of $20.00 please let Pastor Eva know.
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January/February/March
Schedule of Events

Happy New Year!
Winter Blast Retreat at Gretna Glen

5pm Confirmation Class
6pm FIRE Meeting

b5pm Confirmation Class
6pm FIRE Meeting

NO FIRE Meeting

Souper Bowl! Sunday - Our support of PACS (local food bank)
B5pm Confirmation Class
NO FIRE Meeting

12 Noon - Sweetheart Luncheon - Youth host a luncheon to honor special people in our
congregation who are alone, widowed, divorced, etc.
NO FIRE Meeting tonight

B5pm Confirmation Class

6pm FIRE Meeting - This week starts our 4 week series on World Religions - The first
lesson is on Hinduism, it includes a brief history, what they believe, how it differs from
Christianity, their rituals and festivities.

6pm FIRE Meeting

March

4th 5pm Confirmation Class
6pm FIRE Meeting

11t 6pm FIRE Meeting

18™ NO FIRE Meeting

25™ 5pm Confirmation Class

6pm FIRE Meeting
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Christian Education News

“Sunday Morning Groups™ offer classes for all age levels. We welcome new people in all our groups and
hope you will consider participating. These Sunday morning groups provide learning, fellowship and a
place to connect with others. All Sunday Morning Groups meet promptly at 9:30 AM

Nursery 3’s and 4’s and Kindergarten: Preschool and Kindergarten friends will begin 2012 with stories of
Jesus’ life including Jesus at the Temple, Jesus Is Baptized, and The Fishermen.

Grades 1-4: Elementary children will be “Getting to Know God” with new large group/small group lessons.
Grades 1-4 begin the morning in Fellowship Hall at 9:30 AM. Following the opening activities children
will move to their respective classrooms for small group discussions and activities. Parents will pick up
students in their homerooms. Grades 1-2 are in Room 7 and grades 3-4 are in room 12.

Middle School Youth

o 5-6 Graders will be “Grappling with these questions Why Are My Friends So Mean Sometimes?, Did
God Really Write the Bible?, Did God Really Write the Bible?, How Is the Bible Different From Other
Books?

o 7-8 Graders will study stories of Jesus ministry and those with whom Jesus interacted to gain insight
into God’s kingdom here on earth.

Senior High Youth: Mrs. Arp and Mrs. Tyler will continue to research topics of interest with this group.

Adult Groups
e The Conversation Class will examine aspects of the New Testament in a DVD based study. This group

meets in the Lounge.

e The Morrissey Class will be using the Wired Word curriculum which examines a weekly news topic
through a biblical lens.

e The Agape Class uses a bible based study which is currently is focusing on “God Establishes a Faithful
People” with passages from Genesis, Exodus, Luke, and Galatians.

o The Coffee on the Corner group will host a discussion of life issues as directed by the group. Parents,
you will find a welcome here and an opportunity to talk about what’s on your mind.

NEW this Winter Quarter
“The Words of Jesus” — this group will read the words attributed to Jesus in the New Testament and seek to
better understand what Jesus wants his disciples to understand. Jann Nielsen will moderate this discussion.
Meeting location will be posted on the bulletin board across from the Chapel on January 8.

Let’s Lead by Example
As leaders in the church it’s important that we model the behavior of disciples of Jesus. In that spirit, we are
asking all leaders to find a Sunday Morning group, Bible study or other small group in which to participate
on a regular schedule. The Sunday morning groups are listed above and we have Bible Studies on Tuesday
mornings, Wednesday evenings and Thursday evenings. Looking for another time that would work for you?
Let Pastor Eva know and she will work to accommodate your needs.
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From the Fastor of Christian Education

It’s a new year full of new possibilities. When | make New Year’s resolutions | try to be both hopeful and
realistic. There are lots of things | would like to manifest in my life. But | also know that I have to consider
if 1 have what it takes to accomplish those goals. As a church | know we have what it takes to move for-
ward and be a people who manifest the love of God in our community. Realistic assessment of the gifts we
possess as individuals and the ways in which we can use them to further God’s will is a first step. What are
your gifts? Where do your talents lie? What are you passionate about? As we think individually and to-
gether about what we have we can begin to make some resolutions to benefit our world. There is a place for
everyone of to serve in this church. And each of us must decide what we will commit to doing. Because the
life Jesus calls us to is one of action, of involvement.

This year we will think about and focus on stewardship as an ongoing part of our Christian discipleship.
We will study God’s word in order to discern what God says about being good stewards. As followers of
Jesus we are called to be in ministry with all God’s people. Think about the well known stories of Jesus.
We read of him reaching out to the poor, the unacceptable, those despised by others. We read of healings
and miracles that show his followers and critics what great love God has for God’s people. It is in that
spirit that we will center our efforts on giving all that we are able to give, time, talent, money and our par-
ticipation in the life of the church, in order to accomplish God’s goals for us.

I encourage you to think about the folks you know in our church. Who are they? What are their gifts? How
might you encourage those talents? | believe as we affirm one another’s gifts and graces momentum will
build around a common desire to make our church one that is recognized as a place where all are important
and where all live out God’s call on their lives.

So, do you agree that this is a resolution you can share? | hope you do and will. As we learn and grow in
faith, as we reach out to a world in desperate need of good news, | hope we will become a force of God’s
goodness and grace. My hope is built on Christ, the solid rock. It has withstood the test of time and | don’t
believe God is leading us off the edge of a cliff but into a new day that manifests God’s great love for us
and for our church in this community.

Blessing on the journey,
Fastor Eva

oS




SERVING IN WORSHIP MINISTRY
January 2012

January 1% — 10:00 a.m. Family Worship
(in Fellowship Hall)

8:30 a.m. Greeters:

Jan. 8 Bill McKinney

Jan. 15 Ed Hook & Beth Bingaman-Hook
Jan. 22 Carl Burkhart

Jan. 29 Bob Hyland

*hhkkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkikhkhkkhhkhkkihkkhkhkkiikkhihkkiiikk

8:30 a.m Ushers:

Jan. 8 Dick Allebach
Joe McGown
Jan. 15 Jerry Knepp
Bill Sadler
Jan. 22 Sandy Whitney
Darlene Devaney
Jan. 29 Carl Burkhart
Bob Hyland

*khkhhhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkihrhhikhhhhkhihiiiiiiiixdx

8:30 a.m. Lay Readers:

Jan. 8 Sandy Whitney
Jan. 15 Dot Wood
Jan. 22 Debbie Dunn
Jan. 29 Cathie Yeagle

*hhkkkhkhkhkkikhkhkkikhkhkkikhkkhkhkkhkhkkiikkikihkikiikk

8:30 a.m. Acolytes:

Jan. 8 Jay Fedick

Jan. 15 Sophia Haas

Jan. 22 Kathleen Montgomery
Jan. 29 Stephen Cini

*hkkkkhkkkkikkhkkkikhkkkhkhkkkikhkkikhkkikikkhkihkkiiikk

10:45 a.m. Greeters:

Jan. 8 Jay & Gina Haas

Jan. 15 Mike & Alma Zadrejko
Jan. 22 Charlie & Marianne Peffall
Jan. 29 George & Judy Schofield

*hhkhkkhkhkkkikhkhkkikhkhkkhkhkhkkhhhkkhkkhkkhkhkkhihkkikikiik

10:45 a.m. Ushers:

Jan. 8 Ron Fricker, Bill Akin
Jack Mars, Jim Pierson

Jan. 15 Mike & Jon Zadrejko
Sean Leary, Tyler Freeze

Jan. 22 George & Judy Schofield
Ed & Cathy Latshaw

Jan. 29 Phil & Doris Bolinger
Jann & Pat Nielsen

*hhkkkhkhkkkhkhkkkhhkkkhkhkkkihkkikhkkikhkkhkihkkiiikkiik

10:45 a.m. Lay Readers:

Jan. 8 Dave Hayes
Jan. 15 Josh Stoltzfus
Jan. 22 Kristin Amato
Jan. 29 Jay Haas

*hhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkikhhkkhkhhkkhkkhkkhhihkkhihkkikikiik

10:45 a.m. Acolytes:

Jan. 8 Ben Pochet
Jan. 15 Colin Leary
Jan. 22 Emily Pochet
Jan. 29 Kyraen Bittner

*hhkkkhkhkkkikhkkkikhkkkhhkkkikhkkikhkkikikkhkihkkiiikkiik

10:45 a.m. Jr. Acolytes:

Jan. 8 Jeremy Kohn

Jan. 15 Ally Bonshock
Jan. 22 Logan Davison
Jan. 29 Ainsley Bittner




10:00 AM Family
Worship/Fellowship
Hall

Happy New Year

10:00 AM Prayer
Shawl Ministry/home
of Betty Moore

7:00 PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry/Church

January 2012
Monthly Planner

Tuesday

3

9:30 AM Bible Study

6:00 PM Men's Night
Out

Jane Hulse - Off

Wednesday

4

5:45 PM Girl Scouts/
Fellowship Hall
6:00 PM Bible Study

Thursday

5

6:00 PM Bible Study

6:00 PM Youth Choir
(grades 2-8)

7:00 PM Bell Choir

8:00 PM Chancel
Choir

5:00 PM Children of
God Ministry/
Fellowship Hall

Youth "Winter Blast"
Retreat

7

7:00 AM Children of |
God Ministry/
Fellowship Hall

Youth "Winter Blast"
Retreat

8

8:30 AM Worship

9:30 AM Sunday
School

10:45 AM Worship

1:00 PM Children of
God Ministry/
Fellowship Hall

6:00 PM 3rd-5th Gr.
Fellowship

Youth "Winter Blast"
Retreat

9

10:00 AM Prayer
Shawl Ministry/home
of Betty Moore

7:00 PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry/Church

7:00 PM Work Areas

10

9:30 AM Bible Study
9:30 AM Martha-
Elizabeth Circle

11

9:00 AM Men's Brkfst
& Bible Study
6:00 PM Bible Study

12

6:00 PM Bible Study

6:00 PM Youth Choir
(grades 2-8)

7:00 PM Bell Choir

8:00 PM Chancel
Choir

14

9:00 AM Mom's Club
Breakfast/Fellowship |
Hall

Good Works

15

8:30 AM Worship

9:30 AM Sunday
School

10:00 AM Children's
Musical

10:20 AM Cherub
Choir

10:45 AM Worship

5:00 PM Confirmation
Class

6:00 PM FIRE Mtg.

16

10:00 AM Prayer
Shawl Ministry/home
of Betty Moore

6:30 PM Trustees
Meeting

7:00 PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry/Church

MLK Birthday
Office Closed

17

9:30 AM Bible Study
7:00 PM Finance
Meeting

18
5:45 PM Girl Scouts/

Fellowship Hall
6:00 PM Bible Study

19

6:00 PM Bible Study

6:00 PM Youth Choir
(grades 2-8)

7:00 PM Bell Choir

8:00 PM Chancel
Choir

20

9:30 AM Staff Meeting

22

8:30 AM Worship

9:30 AM Sunday
School

10:20 AM Cherub
Choir

10:45 AM Worship &
Baptism

5:00 PM Confirmation
Class

6:00 PM FIRE Mtg.

23

10:00 AM Prayer
Shawl Ministry/home
of Betty Moore

7:00 PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry/Church

24

9:30 AM Bible Study
PARN Meeting/
Fellowship Hall

29

8:30 AM Worship

9:30 AM Sunday
School

10:20 AM Cherub
Choir

10:45 AM Worship

12:00 PM Congrega-
tional Care Meeting

30

10:00 AM Prayer
Shawl Ministry/home
of Betty Moore

7:00 PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry/Church

Jane Hulse - Off

31

9:30 AM Bible Study
Jane Hulse - Off

25

6:00 PM Bible Study

26

6:00 PM Bible Study

6:00 PM Youth Choir
(grades 2-8)

7:00 PM Bell Choir

8:00 PM Chancel
Choir
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27

5:00 PM VFKH-Open
House/Classrooms &
Fellowship Hall
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